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A Level History at Salvatorian College

Component 1: The British Empire 1857 -1967

Key Questions

Growth and Contraction: Why did the British Empire grow and then shrink?
Imperial Policy: What influenced decisions and actions of the British Empiree
Economic Factors: What role did economics play in the Empire's developmente
British Afttitudes and Culture: How did the Empire shape British society?
Indigenous Responses: How did local populations respond to British rule?

Key Individuals and Groups: What roles did key figures and groups play, and how were
they impacted?

Part 1: High Water Mark of the British Empire, c1857-1914

Imperialism Development (c1857-c1890)

- Expansion in Africa: Focus on the Suez Canal and Egypt, securing trade routes and
strategic locations.

- Colonial Policies: Administration of India post-1857, policies in Africa including the
'scramble for Africa’, and informal empire (influence without direct control).

- Trade and Commerce: Role of chartered companies like the British South Africa
Company in expanding British inferests.

- Influences on Attitudes: Explorers like David Livingstone, missionaries, tfraders, and
colonial administrators shaping views on empire.

- Attitudes in Britain: Debate over imperialism, including party conflicts between
Conservatives and Liberals.

- Indigenous Relations: Impact of the Indian Mutiny (1857), interactions with Boers and
Bantu peoples in Southern Africa.

Imperial Consolidation and Liberal Rule (c18%90-1914)

- Expansion in Africa: Continued consolidation, key territories acquired.

- Colonial Policies: Administration techniques in India and Egypt, 'native policy’,
international relations.

- Trade and Commerce: Economic strategies and exploitation of resources.

- Key Figures: Joseph Chamberlain's tariff reform, Cecil Rhodes' expansionist policies,
colonial administrators' roles.

- Supporters and Critics: Debates on imperialism, national efficiency, popular culture’s
reflection of empire.

- Indigenous Relations: Sudanese challenges, Boer War causes and consequences,
resistance to British rule.



Part 2: Imperial Retreat, 1914-1967 (A-level only)

Imperialism Challenged (1914-1947)

- World Wars' Impact: How WWI and WWIl affected the empire’s expansion and
contraction.

- Colonial Policies: Administration changes in India, Africa, and the Middle East; relations
with Dominions, Statute of Westminster (1931).

- Economic Impact: War's effect on trade and economy.

- Influences: Gandhi’s impact on attitudes towards the empire.

-Imperial Ideals: Changes in popular culture and representations of the empire.
- Indigenous Relations: Protests and conflicts, growth of nationalist movements.

The Winds of Change (1947-1967)

- Decolonisation: Process and impact in Africa and Asia.

- Colonial Policies: Post-war policies, Suez Crisis, formation of the Commonwealth.

- Economic Ties: Post-war reconstruction and trade relationships.

- Influences: Nationalist leaders shaping attitudes towards the empire.

- Post-colonial Ties: Political, economic, and cultural connections; migration patterns.

- Indigenous Relations: Challenges to colonial rule, rise of nationalist movements, Mau
Mau uprising in Kenya, Rhodesia.

Component 2: The American Dream: Reality and lllusion, 1945-1980

This option provides for a study in depth of the challenges faced by the USA at home and
abroad as it emerged from the Second World War as a Superpower. For many Americans,
post-war prosperity realised the ‘American dream’ but the prosperity was not shared by
all and significant problems at home and abroad challenged the extent to which the
‘American dream’ was a reality. It explores concepts and ideas such as American identity
at home and abroad, anti-communism, social equality, ethnic identities and federal
versus states’ rights. It also encourages students to reflect on the nature of democracy in
a pluralist society, political protest and the power of the media.

Part 1: Prosperity, Inequality, and Superpower Status, 1945-1963

Truman and Post-war America (1945-1952)

- 1945 Context: USA’s position post-WWII, presidential powers, political parties, social
divisions.

- Superpower Status: Truman's foreign policies, Cold War, containment strategies in Europe
and Asiq.

- Reconstruction: Domestic policies, McCarthyism’s rise.

- Civil Rights: Impact of WWII on African-Americans, early Civil Rights campaigns.



Eisenhower: Tranquillity and Crisis (1952-1960)

- Presidency and Policies:** Eisenhower's 'dynamic conservatism', Nixon as Vice-President.
- Economic Growth: Consumer society and its impact.

- Cold War: Superpower conflicts, responses to USSR actions, Asian communism, Middle
East crises.

- Civil Rights Movement: Growth and responses by political parties, state and federal
authorities.

John F. Kennedy and the New Frontier (1960-1963)

- 1960 Election: Kennedy'’s victory reasons, 'New Frontier' policies.
- Cold War Challenges: Berlin crises, Cuban Missile Crisis, Vietnam involvement.

- Civil Rights: Rise of the movement, opposition within the Democratic Party, Kennedy's
response.

Part 2: Challenges to the American Dream, 1963-1980 (A-level only)

The Johnson Presidency (1963-1948)

- Policies and Personality: Great Society initiatives, economic developments.
- Vietnam War: Escalation and international relations.
- Civil Rights: Legislation and urban riofs.

- Social Protests: Education, feminism, African-American radicalisation, anti-war
movements, media role.

The Nixon Presidency (1968-1974)

- 1968 Election: Nixon's victory, administration policies.
- Conservative Reaction: Social policies, responses to protests, economic changes.

- World Power Limits: Vietham peace negotiations, foreign policies towards USSR, China,
Latin America.

- Watergate: Scandal and its aftermath, Nixon's resignation.

USA After Nixon (1974-1980)

- Ford and Carter: Responses to social divisions, political corruption, loss of confidence.
- World Power: Final Vietnam withdrawal, relations with USSR, China, Middle East crises.
- Civil Rights Impact: Changes in the 'New South'.

- 1980 Status: Superpower position, social and economic changes, Reagan’s election
reasons.



A-level Assessments

Component 1: Breadth and Historical Interpretations

- Section A: Analyse historians’ interpretations using three extracts. (30 marks)
- Section B: Two essays on broad historical developments. (25 marks each)

- Essays will cover topics over at least 20 years, focusing on causation, change, continuity,
similarity, difference, and significance.

Component 2: Depth and Primary Sources

- Section A: Evaluate primary sources considering provenance, style, and content. (30
marks)

- Section B:Two essays on specific events and issues. (25 marks each)
- Essays will test understanding of events and their interrelationships.

Component 3: Historical Investigation

- Research Project: Independently researched question covering about 100 years.
- Extended Essay:3500-4500 words, using primary and secondary sources.

- Approval: Topic must be approved by AQA to ensure no overlap with other components
and covering a chronological range of at least 200 years.



Transition Tasks

AQA 1] The British Empire c. 1857-1967

Task 1 and 2 are mandatory work. In total, these tasks should take you between four and
six hours.

This research will provide you with a vital infroduction to Britain of the 19th century, this
preparatory work is essential if you are to understand the rise and fall of the British Empire
1857-1967 which is the topic covered by Paper 1.

Task 1: Read the Textbook introduction. Take notes on the British Empire pre 1857 to help
build your knowledge of the context.

Task 2 - your task is to produce an essay answer around 500 words answering the
following question,

Question - Was industrial development the main reason for the growth of British power
during the 19th Century?

History- AO1 Essay Mark Scheme

This is what you will be assessed on, we are especially looking for how well you have
researched this question and this will be demonstrated in your Understanding &
Knowledge, we will then be expecting you to make a Judgement, do you think Industrial
development was the main factor, you will be able to show us your analytical skills and
understanding by linking the three factors in your answer.

Understanding Knowledge Features, kssues, Comment and Balance judgement
Concepts
Level 5 Very Good Range, specific, Very good Fully anakytical and balanced Well substantiated
{21-25) precise understanding
A*-23
Level 8 Good Range, specific, Good; some Analytical/balanced Some; may only be partially
{16-20) precise conceptisat substantiated
awareness
A~ 20
B-17
Level 3 Reasonable Range, maybe Some; may be Links to the question; some Partial = thin
(11-1%) Imprecice generalisation batance
azraofdisag e
Level 2 Partial Some = i scope Some —there may | Limited or descriptive Urideveloped
6-10) ey 4 ke some
krelevance
p-10
E-8

Intfroduction = Use this website to start your research as it will give a useful starting point.



https://www.history.org.uk/primary/resource /3871 /victorian-britain-a-brief-history

You will then need to collect detailed notes assessing each of the three themes Industrial
development, military strength and political change. The best way to approach this
question is to complete a table like the one below.

' Industrial Development - | Mil_itary Strength - Evidence | Political - Evidence
| Evidence - T o

As you work yoGr way through the research material on each of the three themes fill up
the columns, this will help you to form your own answer (judgement) to the question:

Was industrial development the main reason for the growth of British power during the 19th
Century?

Industrial growth — research material. Use the following links fo research this theme, your
focus here is on British industrial growth —was the growth of British power during the 19th
century totally dependent on British Industrial Developmente

https://research.britishmuseum.org/research/publications/online research _catalogues/p
aper_money/paper mone v _of england _wales/the industrial revolution.aspx

hitp://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/victorians/workshop of the world O1.shtml

hitps://www.youtube.com/watch2v=xLhNPOgp38Q

hitps://www.youtube.com/watch2v=ziK7PWmRRyd

hitps://www.youtube.com/watchev=x?BdVHCUNPs

Military strength - research material.

Use the following links to research this theme, your focus here is on British military activity —
was the British military victorious during the 19th century and do you think this is more
important than British Industrial Growthe

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-14218909 - The strength of the British Army
https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/crimean-war - The Crimean War 1854

https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/why-did-indian-mutiny-happen - The India Mutiny 1857
https://www.nam.ac.uk/explore/zulu-war - The Zulu War 1879.

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/battles/egypt/ - The British invasion of Egypt 1882
https://www.youtube.com/watchev=nDZIGL1xsqzs — The Napoleonic Wars 1815.
https://www.youtube.com/watchev=jCeh1RiBjBk — The Crimean War 1854. Part |
https://www.youtube.com/watchev=0cVI50OuvLiA — The Crimean War 1855. Part |l
https://www.youtube.com/watchev=rGoPN3WOBxU&t=6és — The India Mutiny 1857.
https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=--gZWrMRhpU - The Zulu War 1879 Part |
https://www.youtube.com/watchev=DYE8IgmhéTc — The Zulu War 1879 Part i

Political change - research material.



Use the following links to research this theme, your focus here is on British political change
- was political change during the 19th century more important than British Industrial
Growth & Military strength in leading to the growth of British power during the 19th
centurye

https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/learn/story-of-england/victorian/power-and-politics/
- Infroduction to political change.

https://www.parliament.uk/about/livingheritage/evolutionofparliament/houseofcommon
s/reformacts/overview/changes/ - The start of political change.

https://www.parliament.uk/about/livingheritage/evolutionofparliament/houseofcommon
s/reformacts/overview/reformact1832/ - The 1832 Reform Act

hitps://www.parliament.uk/about/livingheritage/evolutionofparliament/houseofcommon
s/reformacts/overview/furtherreformacts/ - The 1867 Reform Act

hitps://www.parliament.uk/about/livingheritage/evolutionofparliament/housecfcommon
s/reformacts/overview/one-man-one-vote/ - The 1884 Reform Act

https://www.youtube.com/watchev=U_9PGNHd5Zs — What was wrong with Britain's
political system?

https://www.youtube.com/watchev=I-In4p4mwWu0 — The Peterloo Massacre - 1819

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mWucd5tXlgY — The Chartists and the anger at the
political system.

hitps://www.youtube.com/watch?2v=80Tk8_gKbjE — The dawn of democracy.
https://www.youtube.com/watchev=S6zZWITaQWMM —The 1867 Reform Act.
https://www.youtube.com/watchgv=s-vqV8vDétc — The 1884 Reform Act.

Use your complete research to now answer the question - Was industrial development the
main reason for the growth of British power during the 19th Century?

25 mark Essay question — Structure Use this structure to complete your answer —remember
it should be between 600-750 words long.

Introduction

e Make ajudgement in answer to the question - is the view valid do you think industrial
development was the key factore

e Put forward your argument, this should be about 100 - 150 words what do you think and
why?

e Define the criteria being used to judge, this means include facts in your argument that
you will discuss in more detail in the later paragraphs.

e Outline the main factors to consider, is it possible to say one factor was more important
than otherse



Para 1 - this paragraph should be about 200 - 300 words.

e Point - state your judgement about the argument presented in the question, this means
you should explain in detail the argument you put forward in your introduction.

e Evidence - provide detailed evidence to support / challenge

e Explain the evidence you have used to show how this supports your point
e Link your point to the next paragraph / overall argument

Para 2 - This paragraph should be about 200 words.

e Point - state your judgement about the main alternative argument, why were the other
factors not as important explain in detail the argument that you put forward in your
introduction.

¢ Evidence - provide detailed evidence to support / challenge

e Explain the evidence you have used to show how this supports your point
e Link your point to the next paragraph / overall argument

Para 3 - This paragraph should be about 200 words.

e Point - state your judgement about another alternative argument, why were the other
factors not as important explain in detail the argument that you put forward in your
introduction.

e Evidence - provide detailed evidence to support / challenge

e Explain the evidence you have used to show how this supports your point
e Link your point to the next paragraph / overall argument

Conclusion - this should be about 100 words.

e Re-state overall judgement

e Reinforce arguments for and against
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AQA 2Q American Dream: Reality and lllusion 1945-1980

This course helps you to acquire a detailed knowledge of an exciting period of historical
change, enabling you to become familiar with the personailities and ideas which shaped
and dominated the time.

Much of the content will be familiar to you from the Cold War unit in the GCSE course and
from your broader general historical knowledge and understanding. However,
understanding history also required the piecing together of many different strands or
themes, and depth studies demand an awareness of the interrelationship of a variety of
perspectives, such as the political, economic, social, cultural and religious — as well as the
individuals and ideas within a relatively short period of time.

Above all, this course will help you to understand the USA today.

Task 1: Read the Textbook introduction. Take notes to help build your knowledge and
context of what America was like pre-1945.

Task 2: Research the origins of the American Dream. When and how did this idea begin?
ldentify the key historical periods and events that have significantly influenced the
American Dream (e.g. The Declaration of Independence, Westward Expansion, The Great
Depression, Civil Rights Movement). Create a timeline (minimum of 10 entries) highlighting
these periods and events. For each entry, provide a brief description (3-4 sentences)
explaining its significance to the American Dream.

Task 3: Make a fimeline of US Presidents from Franklin D. Roosevelt to Ronald Reagan -
who were theye What party were they representing? Any key successes/failurese For
each US President, you should create a mini biography.

The course is divided into two parts, you may wish to lay your research notes out in these
sections:

Part one: prosperity, inequality and Superpower status, 1945-1963

a. Truman and Post-war America, 1945-1952
b. Eisenhower: tranquillity and crisis, 1952-1960
c. John F Kennedy and the ‘New Frontier’, 1960-1963

Part two: challenges fo the American Dream, 19463-1980

d. The Johnson Presidency, 1963-1968
e. Republican reaction: the Nixon Presidency, 1968-1974
f. The USA after Nixon, 1974-1980

Task 4: How does the US Political System work? In order to understand the events we will
study in this course you will need to have an understanding of how the US system of
government works, including understanding the system of “checks and balances”
established under the constitution within the three branches of the federal government.

Your task is to read the information on the sheet “"How does the US Political System work2”
and complete the diagram showing the three branches of government.

Task 5: American History, 1945-80 Watch the following documentary,



‘The Century: America’s Time, 1946-52: Best Years
hitps://www.youtube.com/watch2v=4VdXTw4qéy8

Write a 500 words review of the programme. What impression of America do you get from
the filme What issues, both at home and abroad, concerned America?

Useful Links:
The Rise of the Cold War 1945-1953

https://www.cliffsnotes.com/study-guides/history/us-history-ii/the-rise-of-the-cold-war-
19451953 /the-cold-war-at-home

https://www cliffsnotes.com/study-guides/history/us-history-ii/the-rise-of-the-cold-war-
19451953 /postwar-america

hitps://www.cliffsnotes.com/study-quides/history/us-history-ii/the-rise-of-the-cold-war-
19451953/the-origins-of-the-cold-war

America in the Fifties

https://www.cliffsnotes.com/study-guides/history/us-history-ii/america-in-the-
fifties/american-foreian-policy

https://www.cliffsnotes.com/study-guides/history/us-history-ii/america-in-the-fifties/the-
affluent-society

https://www.cliffsnotes.com/study-guides/history/us-history-ii/america-in-the-fifties/the-
civil-rights-movement

The New Frontier and the Great Society

hitps://www.cliffsnotes.com/study-guides/history/us-history-ii/the-new-frontier-and-the-
areat-society/the-counterculture-of-the-1960s

https://www . cliffsnotes.com/study-duides/history/us-history-ii/the-new-frontier-and-the-
areat-society/the-kennedy-years

httos://www . cliffsnotes.com/study-auides/history/us-history-ii/the-new-frontier-and-the-
areat-society/johnson-and-the-areat-society

From Nixon to Carter

hitps://www.cliffsnotes.com/study-guides/history/us-history-ii/from-nixon-to-carter-
19681980/america-in-the-1970s

https://www cliffsnotes.com/study-auides/history/us-history-ii/from-nixon-to-carter-
19681980/the-nixon-presidency

https://www.cliffsnotes.com/study-guides/history/us-history-ii/from-nixon-to-carter-
19681980/the-united-states-under-ford-and-carter
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